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The Feast of the Nativity Message — January 2026
“And shall call His name Jesus.” (Lk 1:31)

My beloved, the blessed children of the Church,

It is my joy to congratulate you all on the Feast of the Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the beginning of a new year, and a new beginning for all creation through the Incarnation
of the Son of God. In the Annunciation, the angel said to the Virgin, “And behold, you will
conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call His name Jesus” (Lk 1:31).

Jesus means “Savior.” The Angel of the Lord said to the shepherds, “For there is born
to you this day in the city of David a Savior, Who is Christ the Lord” (Lk 2:11).

The Son of God was incarnate and took flesh, and came into our world to save us. In
the Nicene Creed, we pray, “Who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven, and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and of the Virgin Mary, and became Man.” St.
Athanasius in his book, On the Incarnation, says: “For the sake of our cause He became
incarnate to save us, and because of His love for mankind, He accepted to become man
and appear in a human body” (4:2).

The Divine Incarnation and the Nativity of our Lord Jesus revealed to us the will of
God toward us humans.

o God wills the salvation of man: “Who desires all men to be saved and to come to the
knowledge of the truth” (1 Ti 2:4).

» God wills the holiness of man: “For this is the will of God, your sanctification” (1 Th
4:3) and “Be holy, for I am holy” (1 Pe 1:16).

» God wills the freedom of man: “Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be free
indeed” (Jn 8:36).

» God wills that man may truly know Him: “No one has seen God at any time. The only
begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him” (Jn 1:18).
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My beloved,

As we celebrate and rejoice today that God has revealed to us through His Incarnation

and coming to us that His will is our salvation, holiness, freedom, true knowledge of Him,
and that He came to reconcile us sinners with Him, as St. Paul wrote, “that God was in
Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them, and has
committed to us the word of reconciliation” (2 Co 5:19), we must ask ourselves, "What is
our will toward God?"

St. Athanasius reminds us in On the Incarnation, “God did not only create us from

non-existence, but He also granted us, through the grace of the Word, the ability to live
according to God. But humans turned their faces away from eternal things” (5:1).

Eve accepted the counsel of the serpent, ate from the tree, and gave to Adam and he
ate; thus the human race fell under the bondage of sin, corruption, and death, and Eve
became the mother of all the dead.

The Holy Virgin Mary accepted the Annunciation of the angel and said, "Behold the
maidservant of the Lord! Let it be to me according to your word” (Lk 1:38) and thus
became the Mother of God, the Mother of all the living.

The Righteous Joseph refused the temptation of his master’s wife and said, “How then
can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God?” (Ge 39:9), so God exalted him
and made him ruler over the land of Egypt.

The Holy Prophet David did not stand firm before temptation; he fell into sin. Nathan
came and rebuked him, and David lived all his life in repentance and tears over his sin.

My beloved,

Our life depends on our choices. Therefore, the Holy Apostle Paul urges us, “And do

not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that
you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God” (Ro 12:2).

We pray that God may grant us to submit our will to His will.
We pray that God may grant us to:
« “Cast off the works of darkness, and... put on the armor of light” (Ro 13:12); and

« “Put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to fulfill its
lusts” (Ro 13:14).

We pray for the safety and peace of the Holy Church, and for our beloved father, His

Holiness Pope Tawadros II.
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We pray for the repose of the souls of the departed, for the repose of Archdeacon
Gabriel Hanna, and for the victims of the tragic incidents, Jacob Labib, Mina Thabet,
Yostina Thabet, and Bishoy Hanna. We pray for the comfort of their families, that God
may grant them His peace that surpasses all understanding.

Wishing you all a blessed Feast and a happy new year.

Metropolitan Serapion
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