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NE Sk
\"\ PASTORAL MESSAGE FOR THE FEAST ;)F2023 AD |23
G,§<\ Y ( ’/
0y AM/JANUAR ’ oA
'es| THE GLORIOUS NATIVITY 1739 2
& ST
& - Holy Church, (o
I,/"‘) My Beloved, the Blessed Children of the Holy leasure to \\)‘%&/
: ivity, it is my p N
Dk _ : e Feast of the Nativity, 1. P)
) n this great joyous occasion of th f the Incarnation. Our gl
=y ings of the Mystery o _ h A
N wish you all the bles_smg Lord Jesus Christ is a celebration of the o
(‘5"2 celebration of the Birth of Otl'l , Owhich reveals God’s love for us. He L\y{/g
=S Incarnation, i "
.’//‘33 wondrous Mystery of the Id and assume complete human nature with ah ; ‘{\i%)
N accepted to come to our wor logian wrote, “And the Word became flesh an 7R
C%:\; rational soul, as St. John ‘;)hetht(lieI(;iosg;ory the élory as of the only begotten of the \':i/t
;_/he and we pene ’ t;
Veg| dweltamongus, " (Jn 1:14). &)
N Father ful of grace and truth () ion i lvation from the dominion of sin, 55‘{‘
V;:f’\ 3 f the Incarnation is our salv. . d that the ‘(.*./‘?.'\
e The main purpose o . led when the Archangel proclaime ) Y
N\ d Corruption. This is reveale « ior”” In the Annunciation of )N
/‘2\,\"(\ death, an . « » Whlch means “Savior.” In .. h 3
€J>\7 name of the Child is to be ]esqS, he Archangel Gabriel told the Holy Virgin, the S
Ves| the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ, t -(;1 onceive in your womb and bring forth a (,4,/)
Nes
Ve~ her of Light, “And behold, you wi c hangel appeared to Joseph and S5
y=<| Mothe 1 esus.” Again, the Archangel ap u b )
I(5¥| Son, and shall call His name Jesus. Holy Conception; he told him, “Do not be 53
..aéi revealed to him the mystery of thf: (; y that which is conceived in her is of the ;,% -
@) id to take to you Mary your wife, for all His name Jesus, for |
3 KJ_ afraid to y . : forth a Son, and you shall ¢ 3
Ve Holy Spirit, And she wiii oring forth a 3 (1\/it 1:20-21). Thus, God’s goal to save us =)
\ i He will save His people from their sins ru ti;)n was achieved through the 2\:%(‘
'c& from the dominion of sin, death, and corrup \\gﬁ
'd . &
Dk arnation. . : iniquities. If the 2
@) ne , d merciful; He forgives sins and iniquities h &)
52 God is compassionate o f si,ns then the Incarnation would not have n;v\
,(;i‘\i problem was only the forgiveness o muc’h deeper! The fall of the first man, 7
V’gﬁ'\ been essential. But the problem Wan 1l under the dominion of sin, death, and Ii’%\
'/‘?’2 Adam, led the entire human race to fa was incapable of becoming righteous by 4
&) corruption. In his fallen Condltloni rr{canmake man righteous. Thus, the human (3’/
S his deeds. Also, the Law was unable to 1 d Redeemer, “For all have sinned and A
2 : ce through a Savior an o h the o)
(%[ race needed deliveran ing justified freely by His grace throug : A
)=5:|  fall short of the glory of o d’]bemg\,]vhom God set forth as a propitiation by His 1\7/»%
| G& ion that is in Christ Jesus, : se in His N
¢‘| redemption is righteousness, becau e s
@%|  blood, through faith, to demonStritf I_Islisngltghat were previously committed” (Ro )
\’;“/)Z forbearance God had passed over the deeming act of Christ of dying on the A
¥ h God’s mercy and the rede i ere granted (o3 )
(‘g) 3:23-25). Through Go i chieved for all mankind and we w oA
V,%e\ Cross on our behalf, salvation fW as e:jeath and corruption. Clearly, what the Law (oS
4 ) ini Sin, 4 \>§".
'&}f freedom from the dominion o ;\,‘ %
B =
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)/@§@,é§: Feast of the Glorious Nativity 1739 AM / January 7. 2023 AD E:@E\: \;ﬁ@?}'\
éﬁ\; could not do, “God did by sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, on {\gj
,}/& account of sin: He condemned sin in the flesh” (Ro 8:3). ;.!\‘\
\‘i In his Epistle to the Hebrews, St. Paul explained the meaning of “condemning '\sg!/ﬁ
J@Q sin in the flesh” and wrote, “Now, once at the end of the ages, He has appeared to ('“3/)
.a;x put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself” (Heb 9:26). Christ put away sin by 2“(;:(:
k;/j\\} offering Himself as a sacrifice and presented to the Father full human obedience \ka{/\
V;J;) when “He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the (‘!, )
}gﬁ death of the cross” (Phil 2:8). \.%o/t
'//‘;\' In the beginning, God told Adam, “[I]n the day that you eat of it you shall 1\';3/‘
;Lf\ﬂ surely die” (Ge 2:17). Yet, Adam disobeyed, and the consequence of his rebellion (7:%
‘r,,i\{ was death, which was not limited only to himself, but extended to the entire >\f<
’(n?i.) human race, because “as in Adam all die” (1 Co 15:22). However, everything > A
V,gﬂ.\ changed through the obedience of the Second Adam who defeated death by death ;;\
| ‘;’ and granted life to the human race. St. Paul explained, “For as in Adam all die, :},{/‘
‘,_;\j\ﬂ even so in Christ all shall be made alive” (1 Co 15:22). Furthermore, he wrote that (iﬁf»\
k37):7 the sacrifice of Christ on the Cross abolished sin and the sting of death, because E\V‘f\
’(ﬁ?i,) “Death is swallowed up in victory. ‘O Death where is your sting? O Hades, where Z\-!, )
’//”;%\, is your victory?’ The sting of death is sin” (1 Co 15: 54-56). éj\‘
'..j:r My Beloved, ;&:{/‘
C;:;\} We must always remember that God has granted us freedom through the \}f%z
V;J;\j Incarnation and death on the Cross of His Only Begotten Son. We are called to (,%,/
}j lead a life free from sin and not according to the flesh, but rather led by the Spirit. \cg/v/t
IVe ?i) St. Paul reinforces, “Therefore, brethren, we are debtors—not to the flesh, to live ('7;)
\d . . . . . . . 52
e accord.lr_lg to the flesh. For if you live according to the fl.esh. ycz)u will die; but if by 1\7."3
L)J;); the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live” (Ro 8:12-13). ;\,\j/\
}/‘?;\; Additionally, he encourages us to, “Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the ﬁ!’ )
} | lust of the flesh” (Ga 5:16). sk
':/‘;\2 My Beloved, \?/\‘
G}f\; Today, we rejoice because the wondrous Incarnation of God the Word reveals ‘éi;:f)
,},@2\@ God’s love for us. Therefore, we ought to “love Him because He first loved us” (1 7 ;‘
(‘;2 Jn 4:19). Furthermore, God’s love for us compels us to love one another in a (\"93/‘
IV;{) practical way through our actions. St. John reminds us, “Beloved, if God so loved ',4,/
a?’, us, we also ought to love one another” (1 Jn 4:11) and “My little children, let us S5
()jﬁ)\, not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth” (1 Jn. 3:18). f\g)

P e
’(/”;;‘) My Beloved, | | | | | ;\? 5)
VR We celebrate Christmas this year amidst worldwide problems, especially (.’i \
[\%%| economic hardships. Many families, especially those with limited income, face the g/é/g
:/_lf\§ burden of the rising inflation and increase in the prices of basic necessities and A\(g.jf)
,(/‘:;)J/N P AR IR TR AT E e IE NS A e e AR 9./‘\'\:1,_\/I
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commodities. We pray that God may provide for everyone from His abundant
riches and save the world from wars and inflation. However, we also are required
to remember our needy brothers and sisters, and actively participate in
benevolent works, remembering St. Paul’s words, “And let us not grow weary

while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose

heart. Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to those

who are of the household of faith” (Ga 6:9-10).
Let us pray for the Holy Church and for worldwide peace.

Let us pray for our beloved father and shepherd, H.H. Pope Tawadros I], as

well as all the metropolitans, bishops, clergy, and all the people.

Let us pray for the souls of all our beloved, who have preceded us to Paradise,
and with them the souls of our beloved fathers, Fr. Luke Sidarous, Fr. John
Mikhail, and Fr. Estephanous Hanna. May our Lord repose their righteous souls in
the Paradise of Joy and grant to their families and beloved ones His peace, which
surpasses all understanding, and give them the joy of His Incarnation and Holy

Nativity.

Wishing you many happy returns.

Metropolitan Serapion
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